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1. - Connexions provides advice on the options after A Levels
Thousands of young people will be celebrating their A Level results and will have their plans confirmed but there will be thousands more who are reconsidering their options.
For students with better than expected results the Connexions service in North Yorkshire will give advice if they are considering an alternative university course, or if they are applying to higher education for the first time. 
The Connexions advisers will also be giving advice to young people about their options if they did not achieve the results they needed to get onto the degree course they wanted, or have decided that a degree is not the option for them.  
There are many choices available, including other qualifications, apprenticeships, employment or gap years.  There is no one option that fits everyone; instead it is picking the option that best suits your needs.  

Connexions Careers Advisers offer the following advice to all young people:

Before deciding on any alternative plan you need to give your options careful thought.  

Different Approaches to Higher Education
Institutions – If your offers are not confirmed you may find a similar course at another institution. Remember many Further Education colleges offer Foundation degrees and HND’s linked to universities.  Check the course content carefully, is it what you want?

Subject - You may like to consider a different subject; less popular subjects often have both vacancies and lower entry requirements.  Joint, combined or modular degrees may allow you to mix your preferred subject with others, although entry requirements may be similar.   Look for related subjects e.g. American Studies includes both history and literature. 

You may be offered a place on a different degree by one of your chosen universities; you are under no obligation to accept this.  Check alternative courses out carefully before deciding.

Level of course – you may need to start at a lower level, many of these courses can lead to a degree:

· Diploma of Higher Education, This is a two year course, equivalent to the first two years of a degree and usually requires 2 A levels or equivalent.  It may be possible to progress to the third year of a degree course from this.  There are however a limited range of subjects available.

· Higher National Diploma (HND) – This is a vocational two year course requiring at least 1 A level or equivalent (3 year. sandwich courses available).  It may be possible to convert an HND to a degree in one year, or to transfer to the second year of a degree on completion of the HND.  

· Foundation Degrees  -  This is a 2 year work related higher education qualification, for example business, engineering, ICT or Childcare.

· Foundation courses – These are available as a preliminary to some degrees.  They offer the opportunity to change discipline or to build on 1 A level pass.  They are often in shortage subjects such as science and engineering.  You can also check whether the course is eligible for a student loan.

A Year Off – you may decide to take a year out to widen your choice or allow you to improve your results.  You must contact the institution and negotiate deferred entry or withdraw from UCAS and re-apply the following year.  You can spend your year travelling, doing voluntary work, studying or working to provide finance for Higher Education.  
If you decide to re-apply next year check the times when you need to be available and plan around them.  Leave plenty of time free in September for research.  Check with your ex school or college to see if they will process your application and provide an academic reference.  

Your new application will require details of your previous application.  You will also have to list all attempts at exams even where you were unsuccessful.  Unless you are re-taking exams your offer will be based on your existing qualifications, this will be unconditional.  Probably you will know where you stand by March or April so you may prefer to plan any travelling for later.

Re-taking A levels - You may just re-take modules by arrangement with your school/college or do the whole year again.  Offers are often higher for candidates who have re-taken exams.  Check the views of admissions tutors for degrees which interest you.  Consider what you hope to gain and can you improve your grades?  

Voluntary Work - This may be in the UK or abroad.  You may wish to combine voluntary work in the UK with study or part time paid employment.  This can be an invaluable experience and add to the evidence that an employer is looking for to show that you are committed and positive.
Alternatives to Higher Education
Employment - You may consider this either as an alternative or as a means of filling in a GAP year. You may wish to register for work at the local Connexions Hub to gain access to our vacancies, mainly for 16 - 19 year. olds; at the Job Centre; or with local employment agencies.  Jobs which offer training towards vocational or professional qualifications, sometimes through day release, can be good alternatives to Higher Education.  
Advanced Apprenticeships - These are jobs with guaranteed training to NVQ level 3 and possibly higher.  The majority are for 16-18 year olds but some take people up to the age of 24.  In addition to job related training you would continue to study key skills.  
 Advanced Apprenticeships are available in many areas of work, they may be offered direct by employers or through organisations, known as training providers, who recruit on behalf of a number of employers.  You can call into the Connexions Hub for help in finding an Apprenticeship. Some Apprenticeships also offer training towards professional qualifications e.g. the Association of Accounting Technicians qualification.

For more information phone your local Connexions Hub. If you want further help or advice, call the local Connexions Hub to speak to a Connexions Careers Advisor in: 

· Trax in Harrogate 08450 349573

· Insite in Northallerton 08450 349571

· Sphere in Selby 08450 349574

· HQ in Skipton 08450 349572

· Ourspace in Scarborough 08450 349576 
Or check the following websites: 
·  www.getconnectednow.co.uk  where you will find information about and links to all the above options
· www.apprenticeships.org.uk 
2. - Advice for students about ‘clearing’

What is Clearing?
Clearing matches applicants who have not secured a higher education place with suitable courses.  It begins in mid July although most vacancy information is not made available until A level results are published on 20 August.

Many students who receive their A Level results may not achieve the grades they originally expected and enter the clearing system to gain a place on a course. 

Clearing can appear to be a daunting task, but the Connexions Service is on hand to provide valuable advice to help guide thousands of young people through the clearing process.  

igen, which provides free and impartial careers guidance to young people in North Yorkshire through their Connexions Careers Advisors, recommends the following tips:
· Check Track- It is important that you check the Track Service on the UCAS website www.ucas.com to see whether you are eligible for Clearing.  If you are eligible an “Add Clearing choice” button will appear on your Track “choices” page. Unlike previous years, you will not receive anything through the post.  All offers and acceptances will be made and confirmed online
· Be available.  UCAS strongly advises candidates to be available throughout the “Clearing” period. Admissions tutors want to speak to you - not your parents.

· Consider your options - Would another institution/course be suitable e.g. a less popular university or subject?  Is a full time degree your only option, what about HNDs/Foundation Degrees or part time courses?

· Don't make quick decisions -  You are going to spend the next 3 to 4 years at the institution so think about its location, facilities etc.  You also need to ensure that you are going to be able to cope with and enjoy the course and that it will lead you in the career direction you want.

· Be prepared to sell yourself. When you ring up Admissions Tutors they will want to know what you have got to offer, academically and personally, make some notes.

· Don't give up - The vacancy situation changes constantly so keep looking.  Admissions tutors may not be available and telephones constantly engaged but keep trying.  You will need to invest time and effort into ensuring you get a suitable place.  The UCAS website offers access to Clearing vacancies which are updated daily.  The Independent prints regular vacancy lists.

For further help check out the UCAS website www.ucas.com or phone Connexions at your nearest Hub .

· Trax in Harrogate 08450 349573

· Insite in Northallerton 08450 349571

· Sphere in Selby 08450 349574

· HQ in Skipton 08450 349572

· Ourspace in Scarborough 08450 349576 

3. - Step by step through clearing

igen’s Connexions Careers Advisers are helping the thousands of Students in North Yorkshire who are receiving their A level results.  

Nationally over 30,000 students go through the clearing process every year.  Although many may not want to think about not getting the results they are hoping for, it is best to be prepared and know what their options are.  

Connexions Careers Advisors can offer free and impartial advice about clearing.

Telephone your local Connexions Hub:

· Trax in Harrogate 08450 349573

· Insite in Northallerton 08450 349571

· Sphere in Selby 08450 349574

· HQ in Skipton 08450 349572

· Ourspace in Scarborough 08450 349576.

How will I know if I am eligible?

You will be eligible providing that you originally applied for more than one course and you are not holding any offers; or if you applied to UCAS after June 30th; or if your offers were not confirmed when results were announced.

You will need to check your eligibility using the Track Service on the UCAS website www.ucas.com.   If you are eligible an “Add Clearing choice” button will appear on your Track “choices” page. Unlike previous years, you will not receive anything through the post.  All offers and acceptances will be made and confirmed online. 

Changed offers

If you receive a changed course offer it means that your university has made you an alternative offer because you did not meet the original offer conditions.  This could be a place on a different course, an altered start date etc.  If you are not holding a firm offer, you will have five days to respond to the changed offer through the Track Service on the UCAS website www.ucas.com.

What should I do?

If you are eligible for Clearing, you should consider:

· Do I really want to go into HE ?  

· Are my original priorities still valid?

· Can I gain entry to a degree?

· Is a HND or Foundation Degree more appropriate?

· Was my original course choice realistic?

· Could I get a place on the same course at a less popular institution? 

· Should I take a year out?

· Should I re-sit?  

If you decide to go ahead with Clearing get access to up to date vacancy lists (www.ucas.com , Independent Newspaper) and short list vacancies you might consider.   Make a checklist of questions to ask Admission tutors.  Visit your school, college or local Connexions Hub to access HE research materials.  

Finally contact courses in which you are seriously interested.   Remember phones will be busy so keep on trying.

4. - Advice for choosing a course through Clearing
igen’s Connexions Careers Advisers have provided the following questions to ask yourself when choosing a course through Clearing: 

The Course
· Does the course seem interesting?

· Do I really want to study this subject?

· Is the course compatible with my career aims?

· Does the course offer any exemptions from relevant professional exams?

· How long is the course?

· How is the course assessed?

· By exam?

· By continuous assessment?

· How is the course taught?  

· What combination of lectures, tutorials, seminars, practicals?

· What is the course structure? 

· What options exist?

· Is there opportunity for study abroad, to learn a language etc.?

· What are the common destinations for graduates from this course?  

· What proportion find work?

The Institution

· Is the university urban or rural?

· Is it on one or more sites?  

· Where would I actually study?

· Is there accommodation available for students entering through clearing?  

· What kind?  

· How much does it cost?  

· How far is it from the institution?

· What is the surrounding area like?  

· Will I be able to find non university accommodation? 

· What is public transport like?
· What social and sporting facilities are available?

5. - Top tips for calling clearing

A level results can be daunting, particularly if the grades are not as good as expected.  The prospect of calling colleges and universities may fill you with dread, but there are people on the other end waiting to give you help and advice.

The most important thing is remain calm and be prepared.  igen’s Connexions Careers Advisers have provided the following checklist for when you make a call to admissions tutors or clearing hotlines:

Before the call -
Make sure that you have: 

· Your Clearing number

· A pen and plenty of paper

· A full list of your exam results (including GCSEs)

· A clear idea of your UCAS position - are you: 

· Rejected 

· Borderline and not sure yet,

· Wanting to convert from HND entry to a degree course.

· Decided which course to ask about - don't ask for vacancies in anything!

· Researched the course in detail, you will not impress if you are not aware of the course content.

After getting through -

· Make a note of the name of the institution and the person you are talking to.

Ask -

· Do they have places on the course you want?

· What qualifications will they accept?

· What are the interview arrangements?

· What is the accommodation situation?

· If I take an HND or foundation degree, is it possible to transfer to a degree later?

· Are they prepared to make you an offer?

After your calls -

· Sit back and assess your situation.  

· Who seemed interested in you?  

· Are you genuinely interested in the course?  

· What is the university / college like?  

· What spare time activities are available?

· Do you have the opportunity to visit before making a decision?

If you want further help or advice, call a Connexions Careers Advisor at your local Hub: 

· Trax in Harrogate 08450 349573

· Insite in Northallerton 08450 349571

· Sphere in Selby 08450 349574

· HQ in Skipton 08450 349572

· Ourspace in Scarborough 08450 349576.

6. - The Adjustment Period

The Adjustment Period has been introduced by UCAS to give those students who exceed the grades required for their firm choice the opportunity to reconsider their options.

Eligibility

To be eligible for Adjustment you must have met and exceeded the conditions of you firm choice (CF) and have paid the full £17.00 application fee.  If you only paid the single application fee and now want to take part in Adjustment you will need to pay UCAS the balance of £10.00. 

Availability

The Adjustment process will open on 20 August and close on 2 September 2009.  Your individual Adjustment Period will commence once your conditional form choice changes to unconditional firm on Track on the UCAS website www.ucas.com.  You will then have up to 5 days to register and secure an alternative course if you decide to use this process.

What happens to my original choice?

 If you do not find a suitable course through Adjustment, you will retain your original choice.

Using Adjustment

To use Adjustment you will be required to register through the Track Service on the UCAS website www.ucas.com.  You can then contact universities and colleges to enquire about courses.  Universities and colleges will check you are eligible for Adjustment before making an offer.  You will need to verbally accept any offers you want to take up.  Your Track record will then be updated with the new choice on the UCAS site and you will receive a confirmation letter by post.
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