February edition of post-16 citizenship e-news

Welcome to the February edition of post-16 citizenship e-news, keeping you up-to-date with the latest news, events and resources available from the Post-16 Citizenship Support Programme. Each edition contains either a copy of the programme e-magazine Citizenship News and/or new topical materials and activities for use with learners.

A helping hand? Citizenship and charities

This set of activities explores the issue of charities. It looks at volunteering and the role of charities in society. The resource will also be useful for discussions on The Big Society. The activities in this resource are aimed at Level 2 and above but can be adapted for learners at other levels. 

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=313716 

A healthy world?

This learning activity examines the issue of global health. It is suitable for Level 1 learners but could be used with all groups of students. The activity can be used to supplement the suggestions in Unit 2 of Citizenship through tutorial: a staff manual with activities for personal and social learning which examines a range of global issues.

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=313724 

https://crm.lsnlearning.org.uk/user/order.aspx?code=090113 

Resources

All resources circulated with this e-bulletin are also available to download from the citizenship pages on the Excellence Gateway. Choose from:

· Curriculum materials, guidance and staff development materials

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=242762 

· Citizenship News - the Post-16 Citizenship Support Programme magazine http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=241864 

· Post-16 citizenship topics materials - for use with learners (e.g. last month’s activity focusing on youth unemployment)

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=242818 

· Interactive online resources - for self study online

http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/page.aspx?o=242827 

Customised training

Last chance to book for fully funded customised training in post-16 citizenship - limited number of sessions available prior to 31 March 20011.

Our focus will be to equip your staff, at all levels, with the knowledge and skills to organise and deliver effective active citizenship learning. You will have the opportunity to receive dedicated training and support for staff in-house which will be delivered by experienced trainers with extensive knowledge of post-16 citizenship education. You can select from a range of flexible training packages on key themes which can be tailored to your own needs - and which can now include for the first time a session on citizenship and the Big Society which may:

· Consider the meaning of the ‘Big Society’ and how the new National Citizen Service fits into this broader strategy. 

· Raise questions about the relationship between the Big Society and the aims of citizenship education. 

People & Planet online learning courses

People and Planet is the largest student network in Britain campaigning to end world poverty, defend human rights and protect the environment. The People & Planet network consists of groups at Universities, Colleges and Schools, plus many other individual supporters.

From January 2011, students will have the opportunity to explore the global issues of Climate Change or Ethical Fashion through online research, multimedia and active learning. Each week young people will work through an interactive lesson plan, learning how to create their own blog where they will critically respond to online activities and provide peer review on their classmates’ blogs.

In 2010 People & Planet piloted an online learning course to give young people access to schemes of work enabling them to critically explore and act on global issues. 97% of students participating found it engaging, with 84% wanting to take action on the issues involved. 

Having learned about the global issues, students will decide on and then take appropriate action engaging, developing critical thinking and political literacy skills. Each participant will be able to choose between creating a short film using photos, writing to their MP or making and distributing a petition to positively influence the behaviour of others within their school or college.

The courses are offered on each issue for both Intermediate (Level 2) and Advanced (Level 3) post-16 learners.

Further details are available at peopleandplanet.org/online-learning

Ethical Leadership Training

The Institute for Global Ethics is offering a one day training programme in London on 10 March for those who work with young people (11-25 year olds). The programme includes a focus on: 

· tools to promote responsible decision making in young people 

· understanding Shared Values and building a Codes of Ethics 

· developing Critical Thinking in young people

· gaining skills to deliver better group work with young people

· strengthened the ethic of social and civil response

Links will be made to: Big Society Themes - Every Child Matters - Wellbeing and Civic Participation - The National Curriculum through citizenship and PSHE

The Institute for Global Ethics has been delivering Ethics Training across the world for over 20 years, to over 40,000 people. 

For more information contact dshah@globalethics.org.uk or call Susana Giner on 07951 242 301

Democratic Life

Democratic Life is a coalition of organisations and individuals in the UK seeking to strengthen and extend young people’s entitlement to high-quality citizenship education in England. The UK National Commission for UNESCO, Oxfam and the Five Nations Network are amongst the organisations that have recently joined Democratic Life. 

Democratic Life believes citizenship education is essential for preparing young people for our shared democratic life. They are calling on politicians from all parties to support citizenship education so that it stays in the National Curriculum and schools continue to improve their teaching of it. Democratic Life also supports the further strengthening of post-16 citizenship as a priority area for the Learning and Skills Sector.

Further information is available at www.democraticlife.org.uk 

Policy update

The policy update section is designed to keep you up-to-date with government policies and initiatives that are relevant to post-16 citizenship. 

Big Society - Nation Citizen Service

David Cameron announced in April 2010 that a Conservative Government would set up a National Citizen Service (NCS) for young people and since the General Election specific plans have been developed. NCS will be a two month summer programme for 16-year olds, involving both residential and at-home components, where young people will develop social action projects to help their communities. It will be delivered by independent charities, social enterprises and businesses.

With the eventual goal of catering for all 16 year-olds, NCS aims to: 

develop a more cohesive society by bringing together young people from different background

develop a more responsible society by helping young people reflect on the responsibilities of adult citizens

develop a more engaged society by providing young people with opportunities to understand and serve their local community and to engage in social action to tackle problems.

In November, the 12 organisations selected by the government to pilot the first NCS projects were announced. The pilots will test a variety of different approaches to running the scheme with approximately 10,000 16 year olds having the opportunity to participate in the summer of 2011. 

The 12 NCS pilot providers are: 

· Bolton Lads and Girls Club 

· Catch 22 

· Connexions Cumbria Ltd 

· Field Studies Council 

· Football League (Community) Ltd 

· Lincolnshire and Rutland Education Business Partnership 

· Norwich City Community Sports Foundation (formerly known as Football in the Community) 

· Safe in Tees Valley

· The Challenge Network 

· The Prince’s Trust 

· V - The National Young Volunteers’ Service

· Young Devon and South West Consortium 

Big Society - The Giving Green Paper

In December 2010, the Cabinet Office published the Government’s initial ideas for building a stronger culture of giving time and money and starting a national debate on our society’s attitudes to giving.

The Giving Green Paper proposes a new role for government as a facilitator of giving, making it easier for philanthropists, volunteers and charities to form partnerships.

The Green Paper is open for consultation and the Government is encouraging anyone who has views on how our society should support charitable giving to get in touch. The consultation will close on 9 March 2011. 

For further information, visit: 

www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/big-society-plan-new-culture-generosity 

We’re also encouraging anyone who has views on how our society should support charitable giving to get in touch. The consultation will close on 9 March 2011 and responses can be made by emailing giving@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk.

Further information on the Big Society is available on the Cabinet Office website

www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/big-society 

See also an article on citizenship and the Big Society in the November edition of Citizenship News.

