Student finance for 2011 entrants and for 2012 and beyond -  January update at the end
From the Student Loans Company

This notification is to clarify the position for 2011 entrants and to provide you with the latest on what is known for 2012 and beyond.

1. 2011/12 Academic Year
The Regulations containing 2011/12 rates of support are now in force. The delay in these regulations being passed by parliament was an inevitable result of the change in government, but we now have the confirmed rates and we are working as hard and as fast as we can to build a robust service for students starting HE in 2011 to apply for their finance. We hope to be in a position to launch the service and start accepting applications in spring 2011. We will, of course, let you know immediately once a firm launch date is confirmed.
2. Resources
In the meantime there are a number of resources available on the Practitioners Website that may be helpful for you to use with students, to prepare them for making their financial applications early next year. 
These include:
· Power Point presentations giving an overview of the key elements of support on the following page: http://practitioners.studentfinanceengland.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=133,4210371&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 

· Fact sheets giving further details on specific elements of the financial support available: http://practitioners.studentfinanceengland.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=133,4210365&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 

· Quick Start Guide showing, at-a-glance, what students from each household income bracket may qualify to receive: http://practitioners.studentfinanceengland.co.uk/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PPIPG001/PPIPS001/PPIPS036/PPIPS037/QUICK%20START%20GUIDE%20TO%20FINANCE.PDF 

· Student Finance Calculator*: http://www.studentfinance.direct.gov.uk/portal/page?_pageid=153,4680136&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 
*Please note that the Student Finance Calculator has not been updated with 2011 fee rates yet - this is because HEI’s are still in the process of providing this information to us. Once we have all the data we will update the calculator and then let you know. In the meantime students should be aware that the fee rates shown are at 2010 rates, but it will still provide a good illustration of the support available to them. They should not, however, use the link through to the 2010 online application.
· For 2011 we also have a brand new resource which directly links Student Finance England IAG products, such as the online calculator, to the Quality Standards framework. The resource pack includes a lesson plan, with direct links to the Quality Standards evidence indicators, two fully scripted power point presentations, a glossary of terms and a mapping document. The lessons have already been successfully trialled in both schools and further education colleges with very positive feedback from students. You can find the new materials here:   http://practitioners.studentfinanceengland.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=133,4210370&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 
· We are still waiting for confirmation on printed literature to support 2011 entrants. Once we know more we will then let you know about the range and availability of materials for you to order.

3. Deferred Entry from 2011 to 2012
The government have made it clear that any student who defers entry from 2011 to 2012 will be treated under whatever new arrangements are in place for 2012 and will not be afforded any protection to be treated as a 2011 entrant. Please ensure that any of your students who are considering taking a gap year are aware of this. Arrangements on how 2012 entrants will be treated is not yet known, the following is a summary of the current situation:
4. 2012/13 Academic Year
The detail of how the “new” HE funding arrangements will work have yet to be announced by Government. There is a vote on the proposed changes in Parliament on 9th December, after which there should be more clarity on the planned rates of support etc. A full White Paper covering wider structural issues and detail is due by March 2011. 
5. The latest news can be found on the BIS website (www.bis.gov.uk/studentfinance) where all the latest information for 2012 and beyond will be released first.
6. Further information around students deferring entry to 2012 is available at: - http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/higher-education/students/deferred-entry-2011-to-2012  

Ian Sinkinson hopes that this information is helpful. He already has a number of briefing/training events planned for January and February 2011. If you are interested in organising a briefing for staff in your institution or organisation please get in touch - Ian_Sinkinson@slc.co.uk 
February update from Ian Sinkinson

Service launch dates

New Students - application service opens 16th March 2011 - deadline for submissions 31st May 2011 Returning Students - application service opens 14th February 2011 - deadline for submissions 30th June 2011.

Customer literature

We are producing a guide for students which you will be able to hand out to encourage applications.  We expect these to be available to coincide with the launch (approx 2-3 weeks before) and further details on how to order will be available shortly.

Enhancements

We are building several improvements this year to make it easier for the majority of customers to apply. To ensure that these improvements have undergone comprehensive testing, we will launch the SFE service in phases.  Further information is contained in the full Stakeholder Bulletin, which can be viewed at the following link: 

http://www.slc.co.uk/pdf/Stakeholder%20bulletin%2021%20Jan%202011.pdf   

Training and contact

If you have any queries regarding the above, please do make contact with me. I have delivered a number of staff briefings recently, and others are arranged over the next couple of months. If you wish to receive a face-to-face update on the enhancements to the 2011 service, I am happy to arrange this with you.

Student presentations

Unfortunately I am not able to present to students or parents, but may be 

able to direct you to key resources on the practitioners website (

www.practitioners.studentfinanceengland.co.uk) or provide additional 

information for your event. 
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