Supporting 14-19 Diploma applications during the Confirmation and Clearing period

This year sees the first cohort of 14-19 Diploma applicants entering into higher education. For some applicants this will not be a smooth process. 

Due to the complexities of the qualification, some students may not achieve all aspects of the group award and as a consequence, will not emerge from their studies with an Advanced or a Progression Diploma. Consequently some will miss out on their conditional firm and possibly their conditional insurance choices.

However, as the 14-19 Diploma is a group award, some students will emerge with a number of stand alone qualifications. A number of these qualifications accrue tariff points and you may find that some of these students are appropriate applicants for some Clearing places, as the qualifications held fulfil requirements for some courses.

The following fact sheet aims to demonstrate a number of possible qualifications you may see from 14-19 Diploma applicants over the coming results period, and demonstrates the number of tariff points accrued by each qualification.

If you have any questions about what is presented in this fact sheet or would like any further information about the 14-19 Diploma please contact:

Joanna Wilkins

t: 01242 223 725
e: jm.wilkins@ucas.ac.uk
Jane Gordon


t: 01242 544 820
e: j.gordon@ucas.ac.uk
The Progression Diploma

Those students that have enrolled to take an Advanced Diploma but:

· Have failed the Additional and Specialist Learning (ASL) qualification

· Or not undertaken a qualification to fulfil the requirements of the ASL component of the qualification

…..will not emerge with an Advanced Diploma. 

However, these students might be awarded a Progression Diploma. 
The Progression Diploma might be awarded as a stand alone qualification or it may be awarded along side other qualifications which also accrue tariff points eg AS levels.

Progression Diploma students have achieved the following qualifications which when combined form the group award:

· Principal Learning

· Extended Project

· Functional Skills

· Work experience

(To find out more about these stand alone qualifications read on)

The Progression Diploma is a group award qualification and equivalences 2.5 A levels. 
The Progression Diploma is graded on a scale of A*-E. Marks are aggregated from the Principal Learning and Extended Project components of the group award only, although Functional skills and work experience also need to be completed. A Progression Diploma accrues the following tariff points:

Table 1: Tariff point accrued by the Progression Diploma at each grade.

	Grade
	Tariff points

	A*
	350

	A
	300

	B
	250

	C
	200

	D
	150

	E
	100


Principal Learning

Those students that have enrolled to take the Advanced or Progression Diploma but have failed to pass all elements of the group award (eg failed one functional skill) may emerge with Principal Learning, either on its own or in addition to other qualifications.

Principal Learning is a stand alone qualification which is part of the 14-19 Diploma. Consisting of between 6 and 11 units of work (depending on the line of learning), students’ learning is related to a particular sector within the economy and develops the skills, knowledge and understanding related to that particular subject. 
Students are required to develop an awareness and an understanding of contemporary issues that affect their subject. At least half of Principal Learning must be completed in a work-related or applied learning context.
Students undertake 540 guided learning hours of study and are assessed through a mixture of examinations and assignments.

Principal Learning is assessed on a marking scale of A*-E. Principal Learning accrues the following UCAS tariff points:

Table 2: Points accrued for the Principal Learning qualification

	Principal Learning

	Grade
	Tariff

	A*
	210

	A
	180

	B
	150

	C
	120

	D
	90

	E
	60


Extended Project

Those students that have enrolled to take the Advanced or Progression Diploma but have failed to pass all elements of the group award (eg failed one functional skill) may emerge with an Extended Project, either on its own or with other qualifications.

The Extended Project is a piece of work either an extended essay, an artefact or a performance piece, which the student researches independently and then presents their findings in a structured piece of work.  The Extended Project is graded on a scale of A*-E.
Students undertake 120 guided learning hours to study their Extended Projects. An Extended Project accrues the following tariff points.

Table 3: Tariff points accrued for the Extended Project

	Extended Project

	Grade
	Tariff

	A*
	70

	A
	60

	B
	50

	C
	40

	D
	30

	E
	20


Functional Skills

Diploma students are also obliged to complete functional skills in English, Maths and ICT. Functional Skills are taken at level 2 (GCSE equivalencies) and are designed to equip learners with the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to use and apply English, mathematics and ICT in everyday life.
 They have been designed in response to employers’ perceptions that many young people are not achieving a firm enough grounding in the basics.
  Functional Skills should provide students with ‘competence in the core skills’ which should support ‘student progression and develops students’ capacity for independent learning’. 
  

For 2010 only, Functional Skills accrue tariff points. For each Functional Skill achieved, 10 tariff points will be awarded.

Table 4: Tariff points accrued by Functional Skills 

	Grade
	Tariff points

	Level 2
	10


Additional and Specialist Learning

As part of the Advanced Diploma, students have to take an Additional and Specialist Learning module. This is usually a level 3 qualification, but could be a level 4 qualification. The only stipulation is that the qualification must fulfil a minimum of 360 guided learning hours.

A student could fail to achieve the Advanced or Progression Diploma but could still hold this standalone qualification which was originally taken as part of the group award.

 Qualifications that theses student could hold include:

· A level

· BTEC

However there are many other qualifications that fulfil these requirements.
Be mindful that these qualifications also amass tariff points:

Table 5: Tariff points accrued by BTEC National qualifications


	Grade
	Tariff points

	Diploma
	Certificate
	Award
	

	DDD
	
	
	360

	DDM
	
	
	320

	DMM
	
	
	280

	MMM
	DD
	
	240

	MMP
	DM
	
	200

	MPP
	MM
	
	160

	PPP
	MP
	D
	120

	
	PP
	M
	80

	
	
	P
	40


Table 6: Tariff points accrued by A levels

	GCE A level and AVCE 
	

	A*
	140

	A
	120

	B
	100

	C
	80

	D
	60

	E
	40


Similarly some Additional and Specialist Learning subjects will not accrue any tariff points but students will receive the Advanced Diploma award.

Also be aware that students will hold additional qualifications which may not be incorporated into their Diploma but will still accrue tariff points, eg AS levels
Table 7: Tariff points accrued by AS levels

	AS levels
	

	A
	60

	B
	50

	C
	40

	D
	30

	E
	20


 For further information on the qualifications that are within the UCAS tariff, please refer to the UCAS website:

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/students/ucas_tariff/tarifftables/
Combinations of qualification

To provide some scenarios of 14-19 Diploma students that maybe entering Clearing and to demonstrate the combination of qualifications you may be presented with and the number of tariff points they could have, please explore the examples below:

· A student has failed their Advanced Diploma due to the failure to achieve a maths functional skill. However they have achieved:

· A grade B in Principal Learning = 150 tariff points

· A grade C in their Extended Project = 40 tariff points

· Functional Skills in English and IT = 20 tariff points

· An A level in Maths at grade C = 80 tariff points

In total therefore this student has achieved 290 UCAS tariff points.

· A student has failed to obtain an Advanced Diploma because they did not achieve an Additional and Specialist Learning qualification. However they have achieved:

· A Progression Diploma at grade C = 200 tariff points

· An AS level at grade C = 40 tariff points

In total therefore this student has achieved 240 UCAS tariff points
· A student had not received and Advanced Diploma because they did not pass the extended project and some functional skills. However they have achieved:

· A grade C in Principal Learning = 120 tariff points

· A functional skill in English = 10 tariff points

· An A level in Spanish at grade B = 100 tariff points

In total therefore this student has achieved 240 UCAS tariff points
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