	

	March 2011
Welcome to the March edition of e-news. This month we ask you to provide feedback to help our planning for the months ahead. We now know that the current operation of Yorkshire Futures is likely to cease from June 2011, and we are working with the Government and Yorkshire Forward on managing the transfer and disposal of our assets. This is as a consequence of the Government’s announced intention to close Yorkshire Forward. The closure of Yorkshire Forward is expected to be completed by the end of March 2012. We are now operating with a significantly reduced resource, and are unable to commission any new research, however our website remains live. Please complete the poll on our website, to tell us which of our current activities are most valuable to you.

We have news of two related reports which identify the major socio-economic challenges facing Yorkshire and Humber and the opportunities there may be for renewal. 'Rebalancing the Yorkshire and Humber Economy - challenges and opportunities' provides a comprehensive assessment of how the recent economic downturn and subsequent curbs on public spending will affect localities and households. 'Rebalancing the economy: prospects for the north' calls for more government support for the north, including new grants for business investment in declining industrial areas, a northern infrastructure fund, and locating the new Big Society Bank in the North.

If you have any questions or feedback about our e-newsletter please email: info@yorkshirefutures.com
Best wishes,
Clare Johnson and the Yorkshire Futures team
 

News

Rebalancing the Yorkshire and Humber Economy report now available 
The Chief Economist Unit at Yorkshire Forward have launched  'Rebalancing the Yorkshire and Humber Economy - challenges and opportunities.' This is a comprehensive assessment of how the recent economic downturn and subsequent curbs on public spending will affect localities and households. The report also presents the scale of the socio-economic challenge facing the region and opportunities which could be exploited to boost growth.
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New report calls for regional rebalancing and a fair deal for the North 
Without strong delivery structures, sufficient resources and a lasting commitment to tackling inter-regional disparities, the prospects for the North look worryingly bleak, according to research just published by the Smith Institute in association with PwC and Newcastle University’s Centre for Urban and Regional Development Studies.
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What Works

Measuring our Progress
In November 2010, the Prime Minister asked the Office for National Statistics to initiate a debate on national well-being and to start to measure it. If this is done well, the result will make a real difference to people’s lives. This report by nef (the new economics foundation) looks at what is needed.

 

Big Society: Social action and the role of public space
The role of citizens in society has been identified as the centre-piece of the government’s agenda for reform. The ‘Big Society’ is a vision for greater personal, professional and civic responsibility where social problems are solved by the communities they affect and social action is prioritised over state intervention. Key to creating more sustainable places, is the reform of relationships between the public and the state.
 

 

Demographic and Migratory Flows affecting European Regions and Cities
Today’s main demographic changes across Europe - population ageing, the slowing down of population growth and the decrease in the growth rate of the working age population - are expected to remain the most important demographic challenges in the coming future. Even if life expectancy does not increase, the population aged 65+ in the ESPON area would increase by 40 per cent to 2050. If life expectancy continues to grow, the number of persons aged 65+ will increase by between 87 and 111 per cent.

 

Participation: trends, facts and figures 
This National Council for Voluntary Organisation (NCVO) publication draws together trends, facts and statistics relating to participation from a range of different sources. It covers the following themes: What is participation? Looking back: have we experienced a decline in participation? Participation in a global context. Who participates? Where does participation take place? How do people participate?

 

A Big Society in Yorkshire and Humber?
This report presents an analysis of civil society and involvement in Yorkshire and Humber and provides a broad assessment of 'Big Society'. In opposition and in government David Cameron has given prominence to the 'Big Society'. He has called for a re-imagined role for the state which is not simply about a smaller state, "we understand that the big society is not just going to spring to life on its own, we need strong and concerted government action to make it happen".

 

Paying over the odds
This project explored the impact of the "poverty premium" which refers to the higher prices paid by the poorest families for basic necessities like gas, electricity and banking. 17 families with children from Goldthorpe, near Barnsley, shared their experiences of life on a low income during in-depth interviews conducted by a team of volunteer researchers.

 

Events

 

LARIA (Local Authorities Research & Intelligence Association) Annual Conference 2011
The 'LARIA Annual Conference - Doing more with less: Maximising the impact of research and intelligence' is being held at the University of York on Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th April 2011.
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Annual improvement and innovation conference and exhibition 2011: Delivering public services in challenging times
Get to grips with the implications and opportunities of:

· sector self-regulation 

· localism and Big Society 

· new ways of reshaping local
public services 

· new productivity opportunities 

Councils are facing up to the challenge of adjusting to the new era of financial restraint. Difficult decisions are being made to balance community needs and expectations and manage competing demands. The pressure is on to find new ways of doing things. 
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Employment and Skills in the East Midlands
East Midlands Development Agency (emda), in partnership with the Warwick Institute for Employment Research (IER), is pleased to invite you to an event that will consider the state of the regional labour market and will present findings from two innovative research projects undertaken by emda and the IER. These investigated the economic and labour market impacts of migrant workers in the East Midlands and the nature and extent of 'in-work poverty' in the region.
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How Can We Most Effectively Achieve Regional Economic Growth At A Time Of Deficit Reduction?
This CPPS seminar brings together key figures from across sectors in the important debate on how to successfully deliver economic growth in town and country in all British regions at a time of deficit reduction and cuts in public sector employment. How can all players come together to grow jobs, well-being and prosperity for all?

The day encourages brief, focussed presentations followed by engaged discussion by all attending in a relaxed setting. It is hoped that it will make a valuable contribution to taking forward policy and practice on the issues.
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WWF Earth Hour
From London to Sydney, New York and Singapore, people across the world will be joining us on 26 March 2011 to switch off their lights. It’s a reminder to us all that we only have one planet Earth. And it’s an urgent message that we want to reduce the impact our energy system has on that planet.

Earth Hour started in 2007 in Sydney, Australia when 2.2 million individuals and more than 2,000 businesses turned their lights off for one hour to take a stand against climate change.
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Trees, People and the Built Environment
For the first time in the UK, built environment and natural environment professionals will collaborate on a world-leading research conference, hosted by the Institute of Chartered Foresters.
 
‘Trees, People and the Built Environment’ will bring together experts from across the globe to show how trees and green infrastructure can promote urban regeneration, improve human health, adapt our cities to climate change, and much more. 
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Eco-Fair 2011
BBEF have been working with our partners at the Green Business Network and Why Waste and we are very pleased to announce a major new event for Yorkshire - Eco-Fair.
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It’s Not Just Bricks and Mortar
‘It’s Not Just Bricks and Mortar’ is a free event which is being co-delivered by Incommunities, the social housing landlord for Bradford and CITB-ConstructionSkills, the sector skills council for construction industry and leading apprenticeship provider. 
  
The event is primarily aimed at Careers Advisers/IAG Practitioners and teachers across Yorkshire and Humber. 
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Dearne Valley EcoExpo
The first ever Eco-EXPO and Festival is coming to the Dearne Valley as part of a drive to secure the Dearne to be one of the greenest areas in Europe.

Following on from a very successful visit to Freiburg in Germany (Europe's Green Capital) last Autumn, Dearne Valley College (DVC) is hosting the Dearne Valley Eco-Expo in conjunction with: Dearne Valley Eco-Vision Team, DDQ, community regeneration expert Keepmoat, Sheffield Hallam University, Barnsley College, Construction Sector Network and Freiburg's Innovation Academy.
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Using Migration Statistics in Service Planning in South Yorkshire
Do you use or produce migration statistics in your workplace? Do you struggle to understand the needs of the migrant population in your community?

The Yorkshire and Humber Regional Migration Partnership are hosting a half-day sub regional seminar on the subject of migration data and statistics.
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Global Manufacturing Festival
The Global Manufacturing Festival: Sheffield will reaffirm the UK’s position as a global leader in advanced engineering and manufacturing innovation. The Festival will comprise of a series of focused events, exhibitions, conferences and workshops, with an audience and speakers from the global world of manufacturing, engineering, politics and education. The events will be shaped around the key themes: Education, Celebration, Improvement, Innovation, Community & Growth.
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Engaging successfully with the commercial sector
This course explores how you can make the most of a positive relationship with the private sector and how to engage effectively. In the context of Local Enterprise Partnerships, Regional Growth Fund and Big Society, local authorities and third sector organisations are being encouraged to look to the private sector for new ideas, investment and inspiration.
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Low carbon economy
The course will look at: 

· what the low carbon economy is and why it is important; 

· the potential of the low carbon economy and relate this to your own localities; 

· how you can create the conditions for a low carbon economy in your own areas by looking at examples of what other local authorities are doing; 

· some of the challenges of developing the low carbon economy; 

· emerging government policy on the low carbon economy. 
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Y 11 Tourism Event
On Monday 11th April 2011, Welcome to Yorkshire will be hosting the UK's biggest tourism event.
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An insight into the Built Environment Sector
An exciting opportunity for any individual who is responsible for providing Information, Advice and Guidance to update your knowledge and gain information on current developments in the Construction and Built Environment sector.  The information and activities on the day will also help to provide an appreciation of the skills and attributes required by employers

The event is offered free of charge to all delegates.  All delegates will also receive an information pack with key information to take back to share with colleagues and students.
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Yorkshire and the Humber Microgeneration Conference and Awards 2011
The focus this year will look at the forthcoming Renewable Heat Incentive as well as reviewing the success to date of the Feed in Tariff on its first anniversary.
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Connecting the Leeds City Region to its urban/rural fringes
Often overlooked in city region thinking are the “forgotten” assets and communities of the urban/rural fringes around the core towns and cities.

This conference provides an opportunity for assessment and discussion of the potential for local community agendas, the urban fringe areas and the city region’s interests to be mutually developed.
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Please forward this email to your friends and colleagues.

You can register to receive future e-newsletters via our website.

www.yorkshirefutures.com
Yorkshire Futures, Victoria House, 2 Victoria Place, Leeds LS11 5AE

Tel: +44 (0) 113 394 9764   Email: info@yorkshirefutures.com
